IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 



1 . (Currently Amended) A method for obtaining media data in a client device, the 
method comprising: 



requesting media data from a meta data serve r on a m e dia n e twork 
manag e d by a media s e rv i c e prov i d e r ; 

receiving meta data from the meta data server, the meta data being 

associated with the requested media data , and identifying one or 
more media data servers having the media data, and the one or 
more media data servers being operated independent of the meta 
data server, including without substantive continuous observation 
by, and communication with the meta data server : 

using the received meta data to locate at least one of the one or more 

media data servers , th e m e d i a data s e rv e r s e parat e from th e m e d i a 



accessing the requested media data from the at least one of the located 
media data server. 



2. (Currently amended) A distributed media network system comprising: 



at least one meta data serve r manag e d by a m e dia s e rv i c e provider , 

wherein in response to receiving a request for media data the meta 
data server provides meta data associated with the requested 
media data; 

at le ast one or more media data servers separate and independently 

operated from the meta data serve r an d co n tro lled by a med ia data 




substantive continuous observation by, and communication with 
the media data server, wherein said meta data provided by the 






: , including without 
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meta data server includes identification of at least one of the one or 
more media data servers having the media data ; and 
at least one client connected to the meta data server for transmitting a 

request for media data to the meta data server, the client using the 
meta data received from the meta data server to locate at least one 
of the one or more media data servers and access the requested 
media data. 

3-4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently amended) The system as in claim 2, wherein a second client of said at 
least one client functions as a first media data server of said at le ast one or more media 
data servers, and wherein the at l o ast one or more meta data servers informs said at 
least one client that said second client funct i oning as a f i rst media data s e rv e r has 
acc o ss to said requested media data. 

6-8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently amended) A method for servicing media data requests in a meta data 
server, the method comprising: 

receiving a media data request from a client, the request received by a 
meta data serve r managed by a m e dia s e rv i ce p r o vi de r , 

retrieving meta data associated with the media data request from a meta 
data database, the meta data identifying a media data server 
having for us e by th e c li ent to acc e ss t he requested media data 
from a m e d i a data s e rv e r , the media data server being separate 
and independently operated from the meta data serve r, including 
without substantive continuous observation by, and communication 
with the meta data server and contro lled by a me d i a data own e r 
d i ff e r e nt from th e m e d i a s e rv i c e prov i d e r ; and 

transmitting the meta data to the client for use by the client to locate the 
media data server to retrieve the media data. 
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10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the meta data contains an 
address for a plural i ty of said media data servers, and the method further comprisesmg: 

designating a pr i m a rv said media data server of said at l e ast on e as a primary 
media data server based upon at least criteria gathered from a 
communications network between the client and the media data servers. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 0, wherein the media data server 
designated as a primary media data server is designated a s a fifst-media data server ef 
the at leas t on e med i a data s e rv e r having th e le ast a lowest number of clients accessing 
media data-fites , among a community of media data servers having the media data . 

12. (Currently amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the media data server 
designated as a primary media data server is d e signat e d as a4ifst media data server ef 
th e at l e ast one med i a data s e rv e r having a highest reliability rating , among a 
community of media data servers having the media data . 

1 3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the media data server 
designated as a primary media data server is des i gnated as a ftrst-media data server ©f 
th e at l e ast on e m e dia dat a s e rv e r having athe highest data throughpu t among a 
community of media data servers having the media data . 

14. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the primary media data server is 
designated by the meta data server. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the primary media data server is 
designated by the client. 

16-17. (Canceled) 

18. (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the requested media data 
are encrypted, and the method further comprisesm§: 
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requesting a# endecryption key for the requested media data from a meta 
data database , in response to another request from the client, 
subsequent to the providing of the meta data, and retrieving of the 
media data by the client ; and 

transmitting the efidecryption key to the client. 



19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein said meta data comprises 
at least one data item, said at least one data item being selected from the list consisting 
of: 



a network address of a primary media data server that has access to the 
media data-file; 

a directory structure of thea primary storag e d e vic e that conta i ns th e 

media data serverf ile; 
a name of atke file having the media data-file; 

a network address of at l e ast one an alternate media data server that has 

access to the media data4tfe; 
a directory structure of at le ast on e -the alternate storag e d e v i ces that 




a name of and owner of the media data4ile; 

a name of a composer of the media data4ile; 

a name of athe copyright holder of the media data-file; 

a network address of a graphic image server that has access to a 

graphical image associated with the media data-file; 
a directory structure of a storag e d e v i c e that cont ai ns a the graphical 

a name of a graphical image file associated with the media data-file; 
a title of an artistic work contained in the media data-file; 
a title of a body of work in which the media data-file is associated; 
a name of at least one performer of the media data-file; 




media data server file; 
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a name of at least one composer of artistic work contained inof* the media 
data-file; 

a name of at least one creators of the media data-file; 

a network address of a n information server that has access to additional 

information about artistic work contained in the media data^He; 
a directory structure of a storage d e v i c e th a t contains addit io na lthe 

information about art i stic work conta i ned in th e media data 

file server ; 

a name of a file that contains additional information about artistic work 

contained in the media data-file; 
a network address of a sales server which offers a sale of the media data 

file; 

a directory structure o f the sales serve r a storag e d e vic e that conta i ns 

sales information for the media data file; 
a name of a file that contains information on a sale of the media data-file; 
a network address of a n associated sales server which offers a sale of 

associated products of the media data-fite; 
a directory structure of a stora ge d e v i c e t hat contains sale s i nformat i on for 

t he as s ociate d products of th e m e d i a data f ile the associated sales 

server ; and 

a name of a file that contains information on sales of associated products 
of the media data-file. 



21 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, further comprising: 

receiving a log r in request from the client; and performing a client access 
permission verification. 



22. (Canceled) 
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23. (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the meta data transmitted 
to the client are for a portion of the requested media data that is unusable without an 
additional portion of the requested media data, and the method further comprisesmg: 

receiving requestin g from the client for additional meta data for the 

additional portion of the requested media data; and 
transmitting the additional meta data to the client. 

24. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the media data are 
encrypted, and the method further comprisesmg: 

requesting subsequently from the meta data server after receipt of the 
media data, a decryption key of the media data; and 

receiving theaf* endecryption key for the media data from the meta data 
server. 

25. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the meta data received 
from the meta data server is for a portion of the requested media data that is unusable 
without an additional portion of the requested media data, and the method further 
comprisesm§: 

requesting subsequently from the meta data server, additional meta data 
for the additional portion of the requested media data; 

receiving the additional meta data for the additional portion of the 
requested media data from the meta data server; and 

accessing the additional portion of the requested media data using the 
additional meta data. 

26. (Currently amended) The system of claim 2, wherein the media data are 
encrypted, and the at least one meta data serve r is further adapted to transmits- an 
e ncryption decryption key to the client for using the media data. 

27. (Currently amended) The system of claim 2, wherein the meta data server is 
adapted to first transmits to the client^ meta data for a portion of the requested media 
data, the portion of the requested media data being unusable without an additional 
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portion of the requested media data, and th e m e ta data s e rv e r furth e r t hen 
subsequently transmits to the client, additional meta data for the additional portion of 
the requested media data, the client using the additional meta data to access the 
additional portion of the media data from a media data server. 

28. (Currently amended) A method for obtaining media content in a client device, the 
method comprising: 

requesting media content from a media service system manag e d by a 
med i a s e rv i c e prov i d e r , 

receiving meta data from the media service system, the meta data 

associated with the requested media content , and identifying one 
or more electronic devices having the requested media content the 
one or more electronic devices being independently operated, 
including without substantive continuous observing by, and 
communicating with the media service system ; 

using the received meta data to locate anat least one of the one or more 
electronic devices on a network , th e ele ctron i c d e vic e s e par a t e 
from th e m e d i a s e rv i c e syst e m and contro l l e d by an e nt i ty d i ff e r e nt 
from th e m e d i a s e rv i c e prov i d e r ; and 

accessing the requested media content from at least one of the located 
one or more electronic devices. 

29. (Currently amended) The method of claim 28, wherein the media content is 
encrypted, and the method further comprisesfn§: 

requesting subseguentlv from the media service system, after receipt of 
the media content, a decryption key for the media content; and 

receiving theaf* e^decryption key for the media content from th e ele ctro ni c 
devte emedia service system . 



30. (Currently amended) The method of claim 28, wherein the media content 
received from the electronic device is for a portion of the requested media content that 



is unusable without an additional portion of the requested media content, and the 
method further comprisesiftg: 

requesting subsequently from the media service system, additional meta 

data for the additional portion of the requested media content; 
receiving the additional meta data for the additional portion of the 

requested media content from the media service system; and 
accessing the additional portion of the requested media content using the 
additional meta data. 

31 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 28, wherein the electronic device is 
a computer system. 

32. (Previously presented) The method of claim 28, wherein the requested media 
content is accessed from the electronic device over the Internet. 

57. (Previously presented) The method of claim 28, wherein the requested media 
content is an audio file. 

33. (Currently amended) A method for servicing requests for media content by a 
media service provider, the method comprising: 

receiving a request for media content from a client, the request received 
by a media service system managed by the media service provider; 

retrieving meta data associated with the requested media content from a 
meta data database, the meta data identifying one or more 
electronic devices having for us e by th e c l i e nt to acc e ss the 
requested media content^ from a n the one or more electronic 
devices being that i s separate and independently operated from the 
media service system^, and contro l l e d by an entity different from 
the media service provide r including without substantive 
continuous observing by, and communicating with the media 
service system ; and 

transmitting the meta data to the client. 
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34. (Currently amended) The method of claim 33, wherein the requested media 
content is encrypted, and the method further comprises«=*§: 

requesting aft eftdecryption key for the requested media content from a 
meta data database , in response to a subsequent request from the 
client ; and 

transmitting the eftdecryption key to the client. 

35. (Currently amended) The method of claim 33, wherein the meta data transmitted 
to the client are for a portion of the requested media content that is unusable without an 
additional portion of the requested media content, and the method further 
comprisesm§: 

receiving subsequent requestin g from the client for additional meta data 

for the additional portion of the requested media content; and 
transmitting the additional meta data to the client. 

36. (Previously presented) The method of claim 33, wherein the electronic device is 
a computer system. 

37. (Previously presented) The method of claim 33, wherein the requested media 
content is accessible from the electronic device over the Internet. 

38. (Previously presented) The method of claim 33, wherein the requested media 
content is an audio file. 

39. (Currently amended) A computer program product for obtaining media content in 
a client device, the computer program product comprising a computer-readable medium 
containing computer program code for performing the operations_of: 

requesting media content from a media service system m a nag e d by a 
m e d i a s e rvic e prov i d e r ; 

receiving meta data from the media service system, the meta data 

associated with the requested media content , and identifying one 
or more electronic devices having the media content, the one or 
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more electronic devices being independently operated from the 
media service system, including without substantive continuous 
observing by, and communicating with the media service system ; 

using the received meta data to locate a ftat least one of the one or more 
electronic devices on a network , th e ele ctronic d e v i c e s e par a t e 
from the m e d ia se rv i ce syst e m and control l ed by an entity diff e r e nt 
from of th e m e d i a s e rv i c e prov i d e r ; and 

accessing the requested media content from the located at least one of 
the one or more electronic devices. 

40. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 39, wherein the 
media content is encrypted, and the computer-readable medium further containsmg 
computer program code for performing the operations of: 

reguesting the media service system, a decryption key for the media 
content; and 

receiving theaft e^decryption key for the media content from the e l e ctron i c 
devi^e media service system . 

41 . (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 39, wherein the 
media content received from the electronic device is for a portion of the requested 
media content that is unusable without an additional portion of the requested media 
content, and the computer-readable medium further containsmg computer program 
code for performing the operations of: 

reguesting from the media service system, additional meta data for the 
additional portion of the reguested media content; 

receiving the additional meta data for the additional portion of the 
requested media content from the media service system; and 

accessing the additional portion of the requested media content using the 
additional meta data. 
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42. (Previously presented) The computer program product of claim 39, wherein the 
electronic device is a computer system. 

43. (Previously presented) The computer program product of claim 39, wherein the 
requested media content is accessed from the electronic device over the Internet. 

44. (Previously presented) The computer program product of claim 39, wherein the 
requested media content is an audio file. 

45. (Currently amended) A computer program product for servicing requests for 
media content by a media service provider, and the computer program product 
comprises*f*§ a computer-readable medium containing computer program code for 
performing the operations_of: 

receiving a request for media content from a client, th e r e qu e st r e c e iv e d 
by a media service system manag e d by th e m e d i a servic e prov i d e r ; 

retrieving meta data associated with the requested media content from a 
meta data database, the meta data for us e by th e c lie nt to acc e ss 
including identification of an electronic device having the requested 
media content, fr om anthe electronic device being that4s-separate 
and independently operated from the media service system,, 
including without substantive continuous observing by, and 
communicating with the media service system and contro lle d by a n 
e nt i ty diff e rent from th e m e d i a serv i ce prov i d e r ; and 

transmitting the meta data to the client. 

46. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 45, wherein the 
requested media content is encrypted, and the computer-readable medium further 
containsin§ computer program code for performing the operationsjrf: 

receiving a subseguent reguesti m from the client, for af* endecryption key 

for the requested media content from a m e ta data databas e; and 
transmitting the endecryption key to the client. 
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47. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 45, wherein the 
meta data transmitted to the client are for a portion of the requested media content that 
is unusable without an additional portion of the requested media content, and the 
computer-readable medium further containsmg computer program code for performing 
the operations^: 

receiving a subsequent requesting from the client for additional meta data 

for the additional portion of the requested media content; and 
transmitting the additional meta data to the client. 

48. (Previously presented) The computer program product of claim 45, wherein the 
electronic device is a computer system. 

49. (Previously presented) The computer program product of claim 45, wherein the 
requested media content is accessible from the electronic device over the Internet. 

50. (Previously presented) The computer program product of claim 45, wherein the 
requested media content is an audio file. 

51 . (Currently amended) A distributed media system comprising: 

a media service system managed by a media service provider, wherein in 
response to receiving a request for media content the media 
service system provides meta data associated with the requested 
media content; 

a plurality of electronic devices separate and independently operated from 
the media service system an d control led-by an entity different from 
the media service provider , including without substantive 
continuous observing by, and communicating with the media 
service system, wherein the meta data includes identifying of the 
electronic devices having the reguested media content ; and 

a client device for transmitting a request for media content to the media 
service system, the client device using the meta data received from 
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the media service system to locate at least one of the electronic 
devices and access the requested media content therefrom. 

52. (Currently amended) The distributed media system of claim 51 , wherein the 
media content is encrypted, and the media service system transmits a^-endecryption 
key to the client device for using the media content , in response to a subsequent 
request for the decryption key from the client . 

53. (Currently amended) The distributed media system of claim 51 , wherein the 
media service system transmits to the client device meta data for a portion of the 
requested media content, the portion of the requested media content being unusable 
without an additional portion of the requested media content, and the media service 
system further transmits to the client device additional meta data for the additional 
portion of the requested media content , in response to a subsequent request for the 
additional meta data from the client device , the client device using the additional meta 
data to access the additional portion of the media content from one or the electronic 
devices. 

54. (Previously presented) The distributed media system of claim 51 , wherein the 
electronic devices are computer systems. 

55. (Previously presented) The distributed media system of claim 51 , wherein the 
requested media content is accessed from an electronic device over the Internet. 

56. (Previously presented) The distributed media system of claim 51 , wherein the 
requested media content is an audio file. 
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